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 Holly Springs Town Council
7:00 PM Tuesday, August 20, 2024

Regular Meeting
Holly Springs Town Hall Council Chambers

128 S. Main Street, 2nd Floor

MINUTES
 
The Holly Springs Town Council met in regular session on Tuesday, August 20, 2024.  Mayor 
Mayefskie presided, calling the meeting to order at 7 p.m.  A quorum was established as the Mayor 
and four Council members were present in the Chamber as the meeting opened.  

Council Members Present: Mayor Sean Mayefskie, Council members Timothy Forrest, Danielle 
Hewetson, Chris Deshazor, and Annie Drees.

Council Members absent: Mayor Pro Tem Dan Berry.

Staff Members Present in Chambers:  Randy Harrington, Town Manager; Scott Chase, Assistant 
Town Manager; Daniel Weeks, Assistant Town Manager; John Schifano, Town Attorney; Linda 
McKinney, Town Clerk (recording the minutes); Mathew Mutter and Kameron Womack, IT;  Corey 
Petersohn and MaryBeth Spoehr, Budget and Sustainability; Cassie Hack, Director, Communications 
and Marketing; LeeAnn Plumer, Director, Parks and Recreation; Chris Hills, Director, Development 
Services; Elizabeth Goodson, Sean Ryan, Catherine Jacobs, Elliot Blonshine, and Grayson Taylor, 
Development Services; Kendra Parrish, Executive Director of Utilities & Infrastructure; Irena 
Krstanovic, Director, Economic Development; Tina Stroupe, Finance Director; Paul Liquorie, Police 
Chief; LeRoy Smith, Fire Chief.

2. and 3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by an invocation by Father Chris Koehn of 
the St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church.

4.  Agenda Adjustment:  The August 20, 2024, meeting agenda was adopted with changes, if any, 
as listed: none.  

Motion: Forrest 
Second: Hewetson
Vote: Unanimous

RECOGNITIONS

5. Emergency Preparedness Month Proclamation
Fire Chief LeRoy Smith and Police Chief Paul Liquorie introduced Jennifer Mathis, 

Emergency Management Specialist with the town. Mayor Mayefskie proclaimed October as 
Preparedness Month in Holly Springs.

6. Town Credit Ratings and Debt Issuances Overview and Results
Tina Stroupe, Finance Director, introduced Doug Carter, the Town’s financial advisor. She 

told Council that the tax base is now at 23% commercial, closer than ever to the 30% goal.
Mr. Carter gave an update on positive financial decisions made by the town and recently 

occurring positives, such as the Revenue Bonds issued at 3.98% for 30 years. He outlined what 
credit rating agencies consider when assigning a credit rating, and the upgrades to S&P and 
Moody’s ratings. He outlined Moody’s rational for upgrading the Town to Aa1 and S&P’s to AAA.

Mr. Carter said that next steps will be to stay on this management and financial course, and 
continuing annual review of financial results. He said that DEC has strong confidence in the 
retention of strong ratings and Moody’s upgrade.  
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CONSENT AGENDA

The Council passed a motion to approve all items on the Consent Agenda. The motion 
carried following a motion by Council member Forrest, a second by Council member Hewetson and 
a unanimous vote. The following actions were affected:  

7. Minutes – Council approved the minutes of the June 18, 2024 and July 16, 2024 Business 
meetings.

8. Monthly Budget Amendments and Grants – The Council approved the monthly budget 
amendments and adopted budget ordinances 24-32 and 24-33. And adopted Water Resources 
Development Grant Resolution 24-27 to apply for a North Carolina Department of Environmental 
Quality Grant for a town stormwater project.

Budget amendments, Ordinances 24-32 and 24-33, and Resolution 24-27 are attached to 
these minutes. 

9. Mowing and Landscape Services Contract – Council approved the contract with 
Greenscapes Inc. in the amount of $352,200 for mowing and landscape services at town facilities, 
park areas, roadway medians, town pump stations, and water towers. 

10. Greenway Grant Authorization and Certification – The Council certified and approve the 
Great Trails State greenway grant application for the feasibility and preliminary design of the Camp 
Branch Greenway, which, if awarded requires a 50% funding match anticipated up to $300,000 and 
authorized the Town Manager to sign and submit the grant application as outlined in the Town’s 
Grant Policy.

11. Assignment of Main Street Vista Development Agreement – The Council approved the 
assignment, assumption, and Amendment Agreement for Main Street Vista. 

12. Southern Access Road NCDOT Municipal Agreement - The Council approved a 
Municipal Agreement with NCDOT for the construction of the Southern Access Road.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

13. Ragan Mixed-Use Rezoning and Development Agreement
 Grayson Taylor, Development Services, said this was a request to consider a Conditional 

District Rezoning for 3313 Avent Ferry Road, and to consider a Development Agreement. He said 
this is a legislative decision. Later there will be a major subdivision brought before Council in a 
quasi-judicial hearing. He showed the location of the property at the intersection of Avent Ferry Rd. 
and Rex Rd. at the southern end of town. The property is opposite the Samuel Bartley Holleman 
House and Collins Grove Baptist Church and Cemetery and is currently designated Conservation 
Neighborhood and Natural Area on the Land Use and Character Plan. If the property is rezoned, 
the Future Land Use Map would change to Neighborhood Center/Mixed Residential 
Neighborhood/Natural Area. The existing zoning is RR Rural Residential.

Mr. Taylor explained the uses of a Conditional District Rezoning, and what it does not do. 
He showed the site plan for the development, outlined the Conditional District design goals and said 
that this development meets the following design goals: Pedestrian oriented; creativity and 
imagination; unique architecture, in the farmhouse style; efficient, aesthetic & desirable use of open 
space with greater open space than required in addition to the park land; variety in housing types 
with the quadplexes; and considerations for property with unique history in shifting the roadway 
widening to not impact the historic church and cemetery. He said the developer is building a park 
which will be turned over to the Town as a public park, not just an amenity for the residents. He 
outlined the proposed standards that differed from the UDO including increased setbacks and 
buffers, and façade changes. 
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Elliot Blonshine said the site would be served by town water and sewer, and a pump station 
will be built on the property that will discharge into the Avent Ferry Pump Station. He explained that 
the pump station will be sized to serve this development only. The sewer study will need to be 
revisited at Major Subdivision. This development applied prior to the Utility Allocation policy, and 
thus that does not apply.

Mr. Blonshine said that Avent Ferry Road and Rex Road will be widened along the property 
frontage per the comprehensive transportation plan and there will be two access points on Rex 
Road and two on Avent Ferry. A Traffic Impact Study (TIA) was conducted and the applicant is 
required to construct the improvements called for. The TIA included those four points and the 
intersection. A traffic signal is proposed for the intersection that is currently a four-way stop. 

Matt Beard, Parks and Recreation, said a 10-foot sidepath would be constructed along the 
front of the property, including across the “notch” and through the property to the proposed park. He 
discussed how the park construction would meet the Town’s plans for passive park land on that 
side of Town. He said the UDO requires 1/20th of an acre of parkland per residential unit. The 279 
units proposed would mean 13.95 acres. The proposed park is about 7 acres and the projected cost 
of the improvement to the park property that the developer is proposing to be completed at the 
developer’s expense exceed what the Town would have realized from a fee-in-lieu payment. 
Therefore, there is no additional Parkland Dedication fee-in-lieu payment required alongside the 
dedication and improvement of the park site. This is meant to be a low-intensity park with passive 
land, not competition fields and courts. It is meant to serve the entire town, not just this 
neighborhood. There would be Town branded wayfinding to direct people to the park. 

Mr. Blonshine outlined the conditions of the Development Agreement including installation of 
a traffic signal at the intersection of New Hill Holleman, Rex, and Avent Ferry Roads. They will 
dedicate approximately 7 acres for a park site and will coordinate development of the park with the 
Town’s park planner. Transportation improvements will be in accordance with the Transportation 
Mitigation Agreement. They will construct a 10-foot sidepath along Rex and Avent Ferry Road, 
including a section across an off-site “notch,” which includes obtaining necessary right-of-way 
across the notch. 

Mr. Taylor outlined staff analysis of the project and said staff recommends approval. 
Council member Deshazor asked if the access to the park was only through the 

neighborhood. Mr. Beard said the access would be through public streets. Council member 
Deshazor asked whether wooden light poles would be temporary. Mr. Blonshine said they would be 
temporary and at some point there would need to be metal mast arms.  Mayor Mayefskie asked 
about the size of the pump station. Mr. Blonshine said the acreage would be large enough to 
expand when other development came in, but the pump and forcemain would be sized for this 
development. Other developments coming in would upsize it as needed. During the Major 
Subdivision Phase staff would confirm that the acreage would allow for that. Council member Drees 
asked if we would be adding equipment to the pump station or replacing it.  Mr. Blonshine said that 
Ragan would develop that site to serve their development. As more developments come in, they 
would do a study and determine what the upgrades needed to look like. It could be equipment 
swaps, or larger improvements. That would be determined as those studies come in.

Council member Drees asked who would decide what amenities are in the park.  Mr. Beard 
said there would be a collaboration, but ultimately the Town has the ability to decide. In the end it 
will be our land. We are agreeing to a level of improvement in exchange for not collecting fees, so 
we are going to be sure they go to good use in providing a high-quality space. If needs change in 
the future we would be able to adjust. Council member Drees asked if the side path connects to 
anything or ends with the property. Mr. Beard said it would not connect at this time.

Council member Forrest asked if there would be any impact on the church and the cemetery 
in widening Avent Ferry Road. Mr. Blonshine said that part of the TMA is to provide an 
asymmetrical widening so that it does not affect the church and cemetery. Effectively there is no 
room to expand Avent Ferry to the north, so this development is providing that asymmetrical 
widening so that it does not affect the church property. 

Council member Hewetson asked if temporary wooden poles for stop lights eventually 
become the Town’s cost to replace and not the developer. And if so, what prevents us from doing it 
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right from the start. Mr. Blonshine said it is typical that traffic signals are installed on metal mast 
arms. That would be a question for the applicant to answer as to their reasons for asking for the 
wooden poles. 

Ernie Carpico, Planning Board Representative, said that the Planning Board voted to 
recommend approval with a vote of 5 – 0 at the May 28th meeting, with only 5 members present. 
They did have public input, which was mostly positive, especially the on commercial aspect. There 
were concerns with traffic and road widening. 

Council member Deshazor said the school impact statement said it was insufficient for 
elementary and high schools and asked if Planning Board discussed that. Mr. Carpico said that with 
a small group they didn’t discuss as many different aspects as they would with the full complement.

Mayor Mayefskie opened the public hearing and the following input was received: 

Jason Barron, speaking for the applicant, introduced his team. He said this development 
would be a true mixed-use development offering unique residential options and a public benefit in 
the form of a park and road improvements. He described the site plan and the location of the 
commercial area, multi-family cottages (quad units), town homes and park land. He said this would 
provide the “missing middle” housing type, and would be targeted to young professionals and 
retirees and empty nesters.  He articulated their commitment to a minimum of 10,000 square feet of 
commercial by the 150th residential unit Certificate of Occupancy. He showed concepts of what the 
commercial and residential buildings could look like. 

Mr. Barron said that this would be a unique residential product that would have a reduced 
impact on schools and infrastructure as it was targeted at young professionals and those over 55. 
The lack of individual lots allows the site to be more intentional, with open space and amenity 
programing and professional property management. There will be a robust amenity package with a 
clubhouse, pool, fitness center, pickleball court, dog park, and shared open space. He showed 
conceptual elevations of the duplexes.

Mr. Barron said that they have figured out a way to build the entire four lane section of Avent 
Ferry Road without moving it north to the church side. Instead of widening it to half the cross 
section, it will be the complete 4-lane section on their property, without impacting the church. In 
addition, they have offered to do a traffic signal. There are historic structures there too, so there is 
asymmetrical widening in order to put in turn lanes without impacting the historic structures. The 
road improvements are roughly $3 million, but that is what it takes to bring forth the development 
here. Those things are the type of projects that should get approved. 

Mr. Barron showed where the public park would be located. He said the site was forested 
recently so there aren’t too many trees. But they are going to engage in reforestation. He said it will 
also include wetland construction. He said the park would have parking and be a “passive” park 
with walking trails, benches, public art and picnic areas rather than ball fields. He said they would 
work with Parks and Recreation to build a park that met the Town’s goals. He said there would be 
widened sidewalks and signage leading to the parks. He said they proposed an additional condition 
of installing and maintaining a six-foot wooden privacy fence along the shared property line with 
William Mitchell’s property which would not conflict with site distance triangles, easements, utilities, 
rights-of-way, or streetscape buffers. With respect to the wood poles, there are a variety of reasons 
they are requesting them. First, the metal arms could not be put in their ultimate location at this time 
without impacting the historic structures. They would have to be moved when the intersection 
reaches its final form. Also, from a cost standpoint, the park is around $800,000 and there are other 
complications, and they cannot afford the additional $600,000 for steel mast arms. 

Council member Drees said a portion of the land was high lake level land, and asked what 
they are doing to take that into consideration.  Mr. Barron said that all of the work is outside of the 
flood plain. They have field identified where the floodplain is. Council member Deshazor asked if it 
was all rentals.  Mr. Barron said the quadruplexes will be rentals and the townhomes will be 
purchase. Council member Drees asked what the price point would be and Mr. Barron said it could 
not be told at this time.  Council member Deshazor said he would like some affordable options to be 
offered. 
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Steve Macon, 2305 Avent Ferry Rd. He told about Collins Grove Church, when it was 
founded and that it had been recognized as a structure of historic interest, and the cemetery has a 
lot of old families in it. In 1997 the church asked DOT to check the right-of-way, and they said there 
was no right-of-way and in this case the state will maintain from back of ditch to back of ditch. He 
said a copy of the letter was sent to the developer. He said the town’s map doesn’t show what is 
actually there. The right-of-way showing is not enough to bring the road to the proper width. He said 
the narrowed right of way would not allow a turn lane. Any widening on the church side would cause 
the church and 8 graves to be moved. He asked Council to deny and talk about the widening more. 

Doug Twigg was called and decided not to speak.  
Alan Jones, 3128 Avent Ferry Rd. said he has been here since 1980 and has seen lots of 

changes. He said there are red flags that need to be addressed regarding this project. The right-of-
way is a major issue on his property because he has property on both sides of the road. He said he 
has a letter from DOT saying that they have no record of ownership of any right-of-way. It is not on 
his deed and the DOT does not have a record of it, so any growth beyond that title of prescription 
has to be dealt with in order for the town to build their road and get the right-of-way to put the sewer 
in. If the state does not own the right-of-way in order to give Greenhawk an encroachment, each 
landowner needs to sign an agreement. He said he is not willing to just give them that easement. 
He asked the town to look into it because he is not willing to hand over 4 acres of land. He doesn’t 
like the high-pressure line running down the edge, rather than on the creek bank. The town has 
always in the past used those areas to create walking paths. He wants them to work it out.

Sandy Britt, 3309 Avent Ferry Rd, said according to the Wake County Land Use Plan, 
residential development be that of low density near Sharan Harris power plant. She asked if there is 
an evacuation plan, as she doesn’t know of one since 2016. She said they are recommended every 
four years. She said the widening of the road will affect their septic field. They were permitted years 
ago. And if the road is widened all on their side of the road it will take part of their septic field. She 
asked if Wake County had been contacted regarding this matter. They will not sign an easement or 
land deal. She said the NMX-CD in the Holly Springs land use plan recommends a buffer zone of 
forested along the perimeter which is not in this development. They have a well and NCDEQ and 
EPA websites recommend a circumference of 825 feet radius around the wellhead. They have had 
their well tested and it is free of heavy metals, and this expansion would contaminate their well. She 
said they are concerned about silt clogging their septic system. She asked if a wetland permit been 
submitted to NCDEQ and Army Corp of Engineers and if so she said she wants a copy.

William Mitchell, 3309 Avent Ferry Rd, said his property is in the NE quadrant and the fence 
they added is along his property. He said this will affect his quality of life as rental units will be feet 
from his bedroom. He said there would be streetlights, noise, and people trespassing. He knew 
something would go on that property but was hoping for something that would match the charm of 
his area. The proposed neighborhood doesn’t comply with NMX guidelines. The only difference 
between the quads and the townhomes is a garage. He said it is not higher density in the center 
and lower density on the sides. He said they should add single family homes.  He agreed that the 
sewer should go along the backside of the property which would keep from having to take our 
property and would allow a path to Lochridge. He would like the utilities in the wetlands. Utilities are 
usually under greenways.  With so many problems and questions, this development should not 
move forward until these are corrected.

Frances Hudson, 5524 Rex Road, said she wanted to talk to Council about duties and 
responsibilities to her and her neighbors. She said they swore an oath to protect all residents and 
not cause harm. She said that she and her neighbors are being harmed. She said Council should 
defend their rights for them and they shouldn’t have to stand up here and complain. She said this 
would change the area so drastically. No one realizes how much it will change their community. 
She said the architecture doesn’t seem farmhouse-style to her. The road will impact them on Rex 
Rd because their property will be taken. The developer is not doing on Rex what they are doing on 
Avent Ferry in using only their own property. There is only a 60-foot right-of-way and they are 
claiming 120 feet. That is only for the slope easements and drainage – not for road widening. The 
traffic is already horrendous, and this will make it worse. She said they need to drive there in rush 
hour to see what they are dealing with. They will not be able to accommodate all the added traffic.
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Jeremy Hudson, 5524 Rex Rd., across the street from the proposed pump station. He 
submitted a FOI request two months ago about this project and the town has not given him what he 
requested. He finds that unfair. He said the town has not talked to us. The builders spoke to us. He 
said government officials are not doing their jobs. To have to defend our property rights against the 
people who swore to uphold our rights is unfair. He said the town has been saying they want to take 
his property the entire time he has owned the property. He is below the pump station and he would 
never get use of it and would have to smell it. He said the park is in a flood zone. He has hunted the 
land for 20 years and it is a swamp that won’t make a good park. He said that this will put 10 times 
the number of people on these acres than the number who live there now. None of us were at the 
Planning Board meeting. If all 9 members would have been there it would have been different. He is 
baffled by this proposal.

T.J. Parker, 3525 Bartley Holleman Rd, New Hill, said she has 30 acres with a barn that will 
be directly impacted. The developers had a meeting and offered to mitigate the impact on our barn, 
but after one 10-minute discussion, she needs more than that to get on board. She said their area 
was referred to as a rural area as to the ETJ. She said she has 100 chickens on that corner and is 
not sure how that flows with the character of the development across the street. She would 
appreciate keeping the structures in place. She doesn’t understand why the developers can’t put 
the required widening on their property. This is going from a rural area to an urban feel. From one 
person on 30 acres, to 300 people on 30 acres. This is not in character. Also, she wants to know 
what the Department of Environmental Quality and the EPA have to say concerning the creek 
situation. She said it doesn’t just flood a little, it comes out of the bank by 20 or 30 feet. 

Mr. Taylor said he wanted to clarify regarding the signal poles. Staff let the applicant know 
that the metal poles are required by the UDO, and they are asking Council for the wooden poles. If 
they are granted that, it would be the Town’s expense to replace them. 

There being no further input, Mayor Mayefskie closed the public hearing.

Council member Hewetson said the road widening came up a lot, and she asked for 
clarification.  Mr. Barron said that we are confident once we get to the subdivision side we can do all 
of the widening and signalization without impacting those historic properties.  As to DENR, we will 
have to comply at the subdivision stage. We aren’t there yet because this is rezoning. The 
subdivision master plan will also come before Council and will see all that detail. But we have not 
run into those issues yet.

Mayor Mayefskie asked about the septic field impact.  Mr. Barron said they will not do any 
widening outside of their property. Any widening that would affect the septic field would be on 
someone else’s development. 

Council member Hewetson asked the applicant to comment on the alternate utility path. Mr. 
Barron said they are still working on the details of that. There are the two paths, and each carry 
challenges that they are going to have to deal with. Going on the creek line will run into Duke 
property, which can be an issue. When we get to the time of subdivision we will have to go through 
all those issues. And all of those will come back to Council at the subdivision stage.

Council member Drees asked about any nuclear plant evacuation issues. Mr. Barron said he 
was not aware of any gap in the evacuation plan, and there is nothing unique about this 
development in that regard. 

Council member Drees asked when staff expected the pump station upgrade to be needed.  
Mr. Blonshine said the pump station is for Ragan only. When another development comes in there 
would be another sewer study and that would determine what is needed.

Council member Deshazor said this is zoning, and much that is being brought up is 
development phase, not zoning. He said he is taking into consideration the things that were said. 
He likes the idea of a park in that end of town. He wants to make sure the park is functional – not 
just trees. He is concerned about the access. He likes the historical preservation and wants to make 
sure it is preserved and there is no grave moving. Transportation is an issue and this will add 
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transportation and also helps transportation. We can have some commercial and people will not 
have to drive downtown or to Fuquay-Varina, they can shop in their area.

Council member Forrest said it is important that the church and cemetery are preserved. 
When he met with Mr. Medlin that was a concern of his as well. He thinks this is a good plan for 
that. The developer has gone above and beyond. There are a lot of good elements to this. The 
other issues will work themselves out over time. He wishes there was more for sale versus for rent, 
but there’s a lot to look at. 

Action 1: Motion to approve/deny/defer Rezoning Ordinance RZ24-06 to adopt the Plan 
Consistency Statement, Statement of Reasonableness, and approve rezoning 23-REZ-03, including 
the applicant-offered condition that the Developer shall install and maintain a six-foot tall wooden 
privacy fence along the shared property line of the subject property and Wake County PIN 
0628804315. The fence shall not conflict with site distance triangles, easements, utilities, rights-of-
way, or required streetscape buffer(s). 
 

Motion by: Forrest  
Second by: Hewetson  
Vote:  
Aye: Forrest, Hewetson, Deshazor
Nay: Drees 
The Motion passed.

John Schifano, Town Attorney, said the Council needed to decide whether or not to allow 
the wooden poles. The agreement does not contain that provision, so if so they need to make that 
part of the motion. Either way, they need to allow the Town Attorney to make some clean-ups, so 
he asks that it be approved subject to editorial revisions. The Council members discussed an 
exception, and there was consensus to follow the standard of mast arm poles as described in the 
draft of the developer agreement.

Action 2: Motion to approve Ragan Mixed-Use Development Agreement subject to editorial 
revisions by the Town Attorney.  
 

Motion by:  Hewetson 
Second by: Deshazor
Vote:  unanimous 

14. Tassel Ridge Rezoning 24-REZ-01
Brett Gosney, Development Services, said this item was to consider a request for 

Conditional District Rezoning for Tassel Ridge at 5900 Duncan Cook Road. He said that this was a 
legislative decision, and that a major subdivision plan would come before Council for a quasi-
judicial decision later. He showed the location of the property at the southeastern edge of the town’s 
extra territorial jurisdiction. The property is designated Residential Neighborhood in the Land Use 
and Character Plan and currently zoned Rural Residential. The applicant is requesting rezoning to 
Suburban Residential Conditional District. He reminded Council and the public of the purpose of a 
conditional zoning district and the design goals of such a district. He said this project meets goals 
incorporation of natural features; pedestrian oriented community; creative and imaginative 
development; and unique architect sustainable design. 

Mr. Gosney outlined the proposed standards including lower density of 1.97 units per acre, 
smaller setbacks and allowing front facing garage, if the doors are setback from the front façade a 
minimum of 12 inches, lower building heights, and larger landscape buffers. 

Catherine Jacobs said the project would tie into existing town water facilities located in 
Piney Grove Wilbon Road, and extend up to and across the property frontage of Duncan Cook Rd. 
and throughout the site. Sewer service is proposed to be provided via an onsite pump station and 
forcemain to discharge ultimately to the existing Honeycutt Farm pump station. Easement 
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acquisition and construction associated with this forcemain and improvements to the Honeycutt 
Farm pump station required to serve this development have been committed to by the developer. 
This is a level 3 according to the utility allocation policy requiring commitment to 3 allocation 
elements. They have committed to public infrastructure improvements, sustainable design, and 
open space preservation. The request will be phased up to 75 lots per year. Staff has reviewed and 
there is sufficient availability to meet this demand.

Ms. Jacobs said the developer would widen Duncan Cook Road across the property 
frontage per the Comprehensive Transportation Plan, and would have two access points on 
Duncan Cook Road, and UDO required existing stubs - one at Alirin Way and one at Duncans 
Ridge Way. She said there would be improvements including turn lanes at the traffic studies. She 
said a proposed traffic signal would be installed at the intersection of Duncan Cook Road and Piney 
Grove Wilbon Road. The developer has committed to traffic calming devices within the existing 
subdivision. She said these are subject to review and approval by NCDOT because they maintain 
the roads in Duncan Ridge. 

Matt Beard, Parks and Recreation, said that a ten-foot sidepath would be constructed along 
the Duncan Cook Road property frontage. The development is not located within a park search 
area so they are paying a fee-in-lieu that the town can ultimately use to purchase park land. 

Mr. Gosney reiterated the areas of compliance and consistency with Town Ordinances and 
said that staff’s recommendation was for approval. 

Ernie Carpico, Planning Board Representative, said the Planning Board recommended 
denial, with a vote of 6 to 3 on June 25th. He said there were concerns about the zoning meeting the 
requirements for a Conditional District. There were concerns about the density of the project as far 
as setbacks. Council member Deshazor asked about Planning Board concerns about schools.  Mr. 
Carpico said that was a secondary factor with quite a bit of discussion.  He said the Planning Board 
doesn’t get a lot of information on school capacity, so there is a lot of discussion around it. Council 
member Hewetson said the school information is new since our meeting with Wake County Public 
School System. She said her understanding is that the schools are reactive to the actions of the 
town. They build schools because there are people that necessitate them. Mr. Carpico said they 
have would like more information about school capacity. They were told it would be provided going 
forward. 

Mayor Mayefskie opened the public hearing and the following input was received:

Katie Hamilton, speaking for the applicant, described the location of the site and the 
surrounding properties. She introduced the team and said they might be called up to answer 
questions.  She said this site would serve as a transition between those homes to the west and the 
planned development to the east. She outlined the current zoning of the property and surrounding 
properties. She described the process so far starting with Stream Buffer Determination, survey, 
geotechnical report and Traffic Impact Analysis which were started in early 2023, through two 
neighborhood meetings, two Planning Board meetings, and working with staff. She said they 
planned their design around the environmental features. She described the evolution of the plan 
through these stages, tweaking it to make it more comfortable to the neighbors. She said the traffic 
calming would be radar based speed signs within Duncan Ridge as well as warning signs and 
signage designating the different neighborhoods. 

Ms. Hamilton expressed the vision of Tassel Ridge as a community, not just a subdivision, 
with designed and programmed open spaces, use of off-street paths as connecting elements, and 
naturalized spaces transitioning to adjacent neighborhoods.  She described the layout of the open 
spaces and the trails connecting them to the sidepath. She emphasized the enhanced 50-foot 
buffers between the property and the neighboring properties.

Ms. Hamilton said they were committed to a maximum of 237 units, which gives a density of 
1.97 units per acre, 50-foot buffers adjacent to large lot single family homes and enhanced buffer 
planting standards where natural buffers don’t exist or cannot be maintained. All homes and the 
amenity center will be designed to LEED standards and all storm water containment to be 
constructed wetlands. Amenities in addition to the Amenity Center include a pool, playground and 
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dog park with additional requirements for shade structures, seating and community gardens. 
Garage setbacks will be 25 feet. She articulated architectural commitments to enhanced roofing, 
siding, entryways, and other elevation requirements. 

Ms. Hamilton enumerated the intersection improvements, road widening and turn lanes, and 
offsite traffic improvements, sewer upgrades, and water line extension. She said that the 
intersection of Piney Grove Wilbon and Duncan Cook, without the improvements they are 
committing to, would be at a service level F by 2029 even without Tassel Ridge being built. With the 
improvements they will make, she said it would be improved to C and D during am and pm peak 
hours with an overall level of service of B and C. 

Ms. Hamilton said that bringing utilities to the area improved not just this development, but 
the region. The pump station is sized for the Comprehensive Plan densities for this property and 14 
other properties. She said that Tassel Ridge only accounts for 16% of the anticipated demands of 
the neighborhood’s pump station and that they are also committing to improving the Honeycutt 
Farms Lift Station capacity and cost sharing to upsize the forcemain to that lift station. She 
introduced John Adcock.

Mr. Adcock said he wanted to address issues raised at Planning Board. The density of 1.97 
units per acre is less than the designation. The UDO identifies 3 zoning units consistent with this 
area. RR, NR, and SR. The max density of these is larger than the 1.97 we are asking for. We are 
at the lower 25% of the densities that are allowed. This density is an appropriate transition between 
the existing subdivisions, but also the mixed neighborhood land use that runs parallel to Piney 
Grove Wilbon. He said they believe it is an appropriate density within the classification itself. 
Duncan Ridge is .8 units per acre, which is rural area on septic tanks. We have reduced the density 
twice to reach the 1.97 units per acre, and about 134 lots have been removed from the initial 
design.  

Mr. Adcock said there has been a lot of pushback from the residents of Duncan Ridge. We 
have to connect to the street stubs – that is a UDO requirement. The definition of a major 
subdivision is one creating 5 or more lots. We also have to connect to water and sewer. Sewer is 
being run miles for this project. In light of concerns raised by Duncan Ridge, there were conditions 
added to this petition – radar signs installed inside Duncan Ridge subdivision; no construction traffic 
utilizing Duncan Ridge streets; pedestrian warning signs; monument signs which was a request 
from the Duncan Ridge residents; and pet stations near the road connections between these two 
communities. The property is 122 acres. Over 24 will be tree preservation. Open space provision is 
above the UDO requirements. 

Mr. Adcock said the property was brought into the ETJ in 2016. Duncan Ridge is not part of 
the ETJ. As part of the process, the town has to request the County release that property to the 
town and has to make commitments to the County to meet 7 criteria. He said their position is that 
this project meets all of those 7 requirements. That includes municipal water and sewer being 
provided within 5 years; evidence of urban density; that they would be annexed within 10 years. All 
of these were satisfied. Duncan Ridge was in existence at the time Holly Springs extended its ETJ. 
The Comprehensive Plan done at that time took into consideration the existence of Duncan Ridge. 
The master plan is completely consistent with the town’s land use plan. 

Mr. Adcock said that Wake County Public School System (WCPSS) said that at this time it is 
anticipated that there would not be enough capacity for these students. But within 5 years due to 
construction and expansion, that may be resolved. He said that none of the schools in this area 
have been capped. He said homes would not become available until 2025 or 2026. He said that 
2400 elementary school seats will be added in 2025 with Rex Road Elementary and Bowling Road 
Elementary (about equal distances from the proposed development) and Hilltop Needmore 
Elementary also under construction. Once these are complete a new school assignment process 
will have to happen, so he does not know where the children would be assigned. He said that 
WCPSS said that based on their analysis 24.9% of students were not attending public schools. 
They were attending charter schools, private schools, or being home schooled.

Mr. Adcock said that the total amount of public infrastructure improvements is over $7 million 
dollars. That includes over $3 million of offsite public road improvements. That equals $32,000 per 
lot allocated for public infrastructure. Also, the forcemain is currently planned that the sewer will be 
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pumped to Elliott Farms, then up to Honeycutt. They are in discussions with the developer of Elliott 
Farms to increase the size of that forcemain, which also increases the cost. 

Mr. Adcock said that this plan meets the Plans and Ordinances of the Town. Planning Board 
seemed to think that the conditional zoning was increasing the density of this project. But the 
density is one acre per unit less than allowed. The benefit to the town is the control of architectural 
standards, the mitigations of impact on surrounding neighborhoods. This plan checks all the boxes. 
All of this was contemplated when the Comp Plan was created. He said they ask that the Council 
approve this rezoning.

Mayor Mayefskie asked about price points. Ms. Hamilton said the current pro forma 
assumes $800,000 based on current market rates. Mayor Mayefskie asked if this would be a 
custom home builder. Ms. Hamilton said they do not have a partner yet. There will probably be a 
contracted builder and we would have conditions in the contract to make sure they do not create 
cookie cutter houses.  Council member Deshazor asked if the monotony clause affected across the 
street also. Ms. Hamilton said she thinks it is worded “adjacent” but it is not a problem to include 
those across the street. 

Council member Drees asked them to speak to the traffic that would go through Duncans 
Ridge.  Ms. Hamilton said that their traffic engineer said that when you look at the northern side of 
the property, am and pm trip peaks were around 5 to 7 trips on Duncans Ridge, based on 10% of 
the site traffic from the entire development cutting through. 

Council member Drees asked the location of the onsite pump station. Ms. Hamilton said it 
was on the low point of the site, directly adjacent to the stream crossing. 

Clare Kristofco said she lives at 6612 Alirin Lane. She said she was here with 25 of her 
neighbors. They are here to state that as proposed Tassel Ridge poses a threat to their safety and 
does not fit with the Town’s UDO. She said it was unsafe. Tassell Ridge will funnel traffic onto two 
narrow streets in their neighborhood. These streets lack sidewalks and are heavily used by 
pedestrians and children. There are trucks on Duncan Cook including quarry, asphalt plant, etc.  
She said the traffic plan is flawed because they say fewer than one vehicle per 66 homes will cut 
through their neighborhood. She does not believe this is accurate. She asked that a new traffic 
study be required that reflects actual traffic patterns.  She said the plan fails to meet the town’s 
requirement. It does not meet the surrounding community. 

Douglas Edmonds said he lives in Duncans Ridge on Liserin Woods Lane. He said he 
hoped Council would hear this as if we were already part of the Town, as we will be soon. He was 
impressed with the complicated issues of the previous development, but this is not complicated – 
it’s traffic. This will likely result in traffic that will result in injury or worse to a senior, a child, or a pet. 
We have nowhere to walk except in our streets. They were not designed for the new traffic flow that 
will come through our neighborhood We are not designed to be a primary means of entry for a 
larger, denser, neighborhood. He said that each home in this plan will come with 3 or 4 cars, all in a 
hurry to get through our neighborhood to get where they are going. They will speed. On top of that, 
there will be a steady stream of delivery, landscaping, and trash trucks using our neighborhood to 
get to a larger neighborhood. The developer’s proposals are inadequate and cosmetic. He said it 
would be turned down if it was already in the town of Holly Springs. He asked they deny this plan.

Carmellia Inman 6309 Lauraca Lane, in Duncans Ridge. said she is a frequent walker. It is a 
quiet neighborhood with a country setting. She requests denial because of the additional traffic. She 
thinks about the children too, because it might have an impact on them and how they grow up. 
There are possible injuries to children if this is approved. The density of this is too much and will 
change the feel of the neighborhood because of the traffic going through. 

David Wilson, 6500 Alirin Lane, said his is currently the last house. He has known that that 
street will continue. But it is what that development will look like. He is concerned with density. The 
applicant talks about 2 houses per acre, but when you look at all the land they can’t build on 
anyway, you can see that the houses are crammed together. No one reduces the setbacks unless 
they are crowded. He said he has a 2-year-old son, and he likes walking outside with him. The 
amount of cars will be too large. Anyone going to the west is going to flow through Duncan Ridge 
and the neighborhood on the other side in order to get to Holly Springs. This is a risk to a 
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neighborhood that is currently safe. He has walked the neighborhood with a stroller because it was 
safe. Adding this density will make it unsafe. He knows something will go there, but he wants 
Council to say no to this and they will get something better later. 

There being no further input, Mayor Mayefskie closed the public hearing.

Mr. Gosney said that Planning Board receives the same paper from WCPSS that Council 
receives, and staff is working to get them the same training that Council received.

Mr. Gosney said that Council had two versions of Ordinances to consider. Version A states 
that the application is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, is reasonable and in the public 
interest, and the action is to approve the rezoning. This is staff’s recommendation.  Version B states 
that the application is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan, is not reasonable and in the public 
interest, and the action is to deny the rezoning. This is Planning Board’s recommendation. 

Council member Deshazor said he appreciates all of the residents who have reached out. 
One of the questions he asks is what would make it work. Most say 1 unit per acre. There are no 
sidewalks there, but however, those neighborhoods are going to connect. He said he wants to see 
neighborhood connectivity. There is a new neighborhood in Fuquay-Varina’s jurisdiction across the 
street. The developer has added traffic calming, which was something requested by Duncan Ridge 
residents. There are a lot of things being done to try to mitigate the concerns. For him, he said we 
want to build a community and half acre lots in this part of town is appropriate.

Council member Hewetson said she reiterates what Council member Deshazor said. Your 
concerns are real, and she hears them. But in response, this is going to be developed. If we could 
all build our perfect neighbor, less than 2 homes per acre in a neighborhood like this is ideal. The 
connections are for safety – police and fire. Most people will use the entrances provided in their 
own neighborhood, although a few will cut through. You are not going to see 3-4 homes per acre as 
one person was concerned about because if this passes it will restrict it to 1.97 acres.

Council member Drees said she struggled with this, but the traffic improvements are 
substantial and will improve your lives. We are not guaranteed that any other way, and it will help.

Council member Forrest said this is a part of town that was destined to grow. How do we 
grow fairly and add all the upgrades we need. We’re not getting money from NCDOT so how do we 
prepare the roads? When a developer brings these road improvements and low density, it’s hard to 
refuse. Half the traffic along Piney Grove Wilbon is coming from Harnett County and we are working 
with NCDOT on that. But one of the things they use is the surrounding density. This could move it 
up NCDOT’s ladder. He appreciates the passion shown.

Action 1: Motion to adopt Ordinance RZ24-07 Version A to adopt the statement of 
compatibility and approve/deny the rezoning.
 

Motion by: Forrest
Second by: Hewetson
Vote:  unanimous 

Action 2: Motion to approve Utility Allocation Request.
 

Motion by: Forrest
Second by: Hewetson
Vote:  unanimous 

15. Elliott Farm Major Subdivision and Development Agreement Amendment
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Grayson Taylor, Development Services, said this item is to consider a request for a Major 
Subdivision at 2836 and 2908 Piney Grove Wilbon Road. This is a quasi-judicial public hearing. The 
property was rezoned by Council on September 19, 2023 from RR Rural Residential to NR 
Neighborhood Residential Conditional Zoning District. He reminded the public that in quasi-judicial 
decisions the Council collects evidence by sworn testimony of fact witnesses and opinions by 
qualified experts. Evidence must be presented that the standards in the ordinance are being met, 
and if the applicant presents sufficient evidence the applicant is legally entitled to approval. 

Mr. Taylor showed the location of the property and said that it is designated Mixed 
Residential Neighborhood on the Land Use and Character Plan and zoned NR Neighborhood 
Residential Conditional Zoning District. He said the plan includes 264 detached dwellings and 48 
attached dwellings of various lot widths in three separate pods that would be phased. 

Elliot Blonshine, Development Services, said that the site would be served by town water 
and sewer, with a pump station and forcemain constructed by the applicant discharging to the 
existing Honeycutt Farm pump station. The pump station site plan is consistent with town 
standards. The application was submitted prior to the Utility Allocation Policy and is not covered by 
that policy.

Mr. Blonshine said that Piney Grove Wilbon would be widened per the Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan including turn lanes. The traffic study included six intersections along Piney 
Grove Wilbon and additional improvements include a proportionate fee-in-lieu for future 
improvements at the Burt Rd. Piney Grove Wilbon intersection. The stub on the north side of the 
site will not be completed, but a fee-in-lieu will be paid because that stub ends in a riparian buffer 
area. The project is required to construct all the improvements in the TIA. 

Matt Beard, Parks and Recreation, said that a 10-foot sidepath would be constructed along 
the property frontage on Piney Grove Wilbon, per the Comprehensive Transportation Plan. It is 
outside of the park search area and so a fee-in-lieu will be collected. 

Mr. Blonshine said that the development agreement amendment adds a payment of a fee-
in-lieu of constructing the roadway and utility extensions to the property’s northern boundary. 

Mr. Taylor outlined how this application was consistent with town plans and ordinances and 
said the staff recommendation was to approve. 

Ernie Carpico, Planning Board Representative, said that the Planning Board recommended 
approval with a vote of 9 to 0 on June 25th. It is an over-55 community, so school consideration did 
not enter into consideration. Planning Board talked about the TIA and the fact that it is a known 
builder with a similar project up the road.

Mayor Mayefskie opened the public hearing and the following sworn testimony was 
received:

Mr. Mark Frederick, speaking for the applicant, introduced the team present.  Mr. Frederick 
said this went through the rezoning process last year. It is an active adult community. There are 
four different lot sizes and property types, aimed at the active adult community. They have been 
working on this for three years now and are excited to come to the end. He said they have worked 
with staff to make sure that they are meeting the requirements and conditions.  

Mr. Frederick outlined the approval criteria that they propose to meet. Katie Whitt of Kimley 
Horne said she is a civil engineer and project manager. Mr. Frederick asked that she be accepted 
as an expert. 

Ms. Whitt showed the subdivision plan showing the tree preservation, wetlands, recreation 
areas, and the various dwelling types. She showed the three pods designated in the master plan 
and where the walking trails would be. She summarized the lot types, zoning requirements, and 
subdivision plan for each of the three pods. She showed the rezoning master plan for comparison, 
showing that they meet the conditions of the rezoning. She said that the three pods include a 
variety of product types, meeting the conditions of rezoning. The zoning requirements provided a 
range, in order to provide flexibility in designing the subdivision. They modified the lot breakdown to 
maximize lot layout, but are within the 10% allowance.
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Ms. Whitt said that utility improvements would include a new gravity sewer within the 
development that flows to a new onsite lift station, and 8” forcemain routed up Piney Grove Wilbon 
Rd. to the Honeycutt Farms lift station and upgrades to the Honeycutt Farms pump station. A 12” 
watermain will be installed on Piney Grove Wilbon, running to the southernmost property line. 
Existing water main stubbed at Duncan Cook Road will be extended to the property and a new 
water main stub provided for future connection to the north along Piney Grove Wilbon Rd and west 
along Duncan Cook Road. She said that in her professional opinion, this meets the requirements 
and facilitates the use of adjacent properties. 

Ms. Whitt showed the open space that would be provided as tree preservation area, active 
recreation areas, walking trails and multi-use paths. She said a majority of the forested areas are 
being preserved with this plan. She showed the amenity locations and the walking trail that will 
connect the recreation areas in addition to the sidewalks along the streets. She said a sidepath will 
be constructed along Piney Grove Wilbon. She said this meets or exceeds the UDO requirements. 
She said the network of preserved and connected open space provides significant land dedication 
and a sufficient fee-in-lieu.

Ms. Whitt showed elevations for four types of residential units. She said the plan is 
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and the Future Land Use Map designation of Mixed 
Residential Neighborhood. These incorporate design standards agreed to at rezoning. Ms. Whitt 
said the project is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. [see slide if necessary]

Council member Drees asked if the 6’ walking trail is what is recommended for seniors. Ms. 
Whitt said it is the typical greenway width.

Travis Fluitt gave his credentials and was accepted as an expert in transportation. Mr. Fluitt 
said a transportation study was done, this plan contains fewer units than anticipated in the TIA, and 
all the TIA requirements are being met. These improvements include widening of Piney Grove 
Wilbon to half its ultimate cross section, constructing turn lanes on Piney Grove Wilbon and paying 
a fee-in-lieu of traffic signal at Burt Road and Piney Grove Wilbon and a for roadway and fee-in-lieu 
of water main extension to the northern boundary.  He reiterated the approval criteria and stated 
that their plan meets these criteria. He said that in his professional opinion, the development meets 
the Town’s requirements and blends with adjacent parcels. 

Council member Drees asked what the environmental reason was preventing the extension 
of the street stub. Ms. Whitt said the Army Corps of Engineers will not permit construction of a road 
through wetlands that doesn’t connect. So the land is being dedicated but will not be constructed 
unless there is development on the other side.

Mr. Frederick listed the 5 approval criteria, and expressed how the project meets these 
requirements: i.e. no adverse impacts on adjacent properties; preservation of open spaces; design 
that can be economically served by the town with public utilities; maximizes natural visibility and 
facilitates pedestrian access; and furthers the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan. He 
said all staff has found this plan consistent with all town plans and ordinances and development 
standards. He asked that the presentation, application, staff report and all exhibits be entered into 
the record.

Conor Shehan, 2813 Piney Grove Wilbon Rd., said he has served for the last five years as 
an AD Project Manager in telecom communications field, but has dealt a lot in civil aspect, traffic 
control plans and things to that affect. He said the current proposal is proposing an island that will 
block all of the access to everyone on the western half of Piney Grove Wilbon Rd. The traffic study 
said the majority of traffic will be leaving this area and going north. Those of us coming back north 
would not be able to turn left into our property. We would have to go down to Knightwood, turn right 
on Lombardy, turn right on Fleming turn right on Piney Grove Wilbon, and turn right into our home. 
This is the same for about 15 other houses.  He said he was worried about the safety and longevity 
aspect of that for emergency and utility vehicles and things to that effect. He asked for an 
amendment to address potential options to alleviate this problem. 

Erin Schneider, of 2809 Piney Grove Wilbon Rd., said the proposal for a raised median that 
would block access to her property is a concern. It would block emergency vehicles from getting to 
her property. The maneuver of turning right on four streets, she wanted to point out that they are not 
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state roads, they are Fuquay-Varina roads and are not in good condition. Lombardy in particular 
has a lot of potholes. She asked that Council please take these into consideration for the adjacent 
property owners. 

There being no further input, Mayor Mayefskie closed the public hearing. 

Council member Deshazor asked if staff or the developer could research about the median and 
access to these properties? John Schifano, Town Attorney, said the median is going to be a DOT 
requirement. Elizabeth Goodson, Dev Services, said that roads like Piney Grove Wilbon have been 
identified to be 4-lane median-divided. When that happens the spacing of median breaks is limited 
to 2000 feet. The way road widening happens is that we get half of the median. When we get the 
full cross section is when we get the ability to make U-turns. We can look to see if there are things 
we can do to mitigate this, but she does not think DOT will allow no median. But she said staff will 
explore with NCDOT to see what can be done to address this.  

Council gave direction to staff to work with NCDOT to explore options. 

Action 1: Motion to approve Resolution 24-20 to adopt Findings of Fact and approve 23-
MAS-02 Elliott Farm Major Subdivision.
 

Motion by: Deshazor
Second by: Hewetson
Vote:  unanimous

Action 2: Motion to approve Amendment to Elliott Farm Development Agreement 
 

Motion by: Deshazor
Second by: Hewetson
Vote:  unanimous

16. Elliott Farm Subdivision Voluntary Annexation
Sean Ryan, Development Services, said that this item was to annex the property discussed 

in the last agenda item. He reminded the audience of its location along Piney Grove Wilbon Road 
and said it was 149.1 +/- acres and not contiguous to the Town Limits. However, to receive town 
utilities we do require annexation. 

Mayor Mayefskie opened the public hearing and the following input was received: none.

There being no input, Mayor Mayefskie closed the public hearing.

Action: Motion to adopt Annexation Ordinance A24-01 to approve annexation.
 

Motion by: Deshazor      
Second by: Hewetson
Vote:  unanimous

17. Condemnation Resolution Alston Ridge Greenway
John Schifano, Town Attorney, said this item was to consider authorization of eminent 

domain action to acquire greenway easement from the Adams property. He said the interlocal 
agreement with Fuquay Varina was to extend and connect Fuquay Varina’s Alston Ridge greenway 
to Holly Springs’s Carl Dean Greenway. He showed the location, hugging the wetlands. He said it 
would add about 10 years to the construction of the greenway if it was required to go into the 
wetlands and cross the stream further to the east. It would also cost about $1.7 million to construct 
the elevated boardwalk with the associated environmental permits. He said the proposal is to 
authorize him to join with Fuquay-Varina in the eminent domain action. He explained that Fuquay 
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Varina has been negotiating with the property owner for an easement of about ¼ of an acre across 
the 88-acre undeveloped tract. The Town of Fuquay Varina will assume all costs associated with 
construction of the greenway extension, including the condemnation. 

Council member Drees asked since the trail is bifurcating the plot, is this just to condemn the 
land under the trail, or does it include the corner. Mr. Schifano said that often the owner’s appraiser 
will say you have damaged the property and require the remainder also be condemned. It all 
depends on what it could be used for before, and what after, and what the difference is between 
those. We are certainly receptive to that. But the default is just what is under the path. Council 
member Drees asked how the safety of the trail would be handled, since this trail traverses the ETJ, 
Holly Springs and Fuquay Varina.  Mr. Schifano said Holly Springs Police have the authority to 
make an arrest within 1 mile of our corporate limits, and on our town property no matter where that 
property is. For those two reasons we would be able to enforce laws and regulations as we do on 
any of our greenway trails. 

Action: Motion to adopt Resolution 24-26 authorizing the Town Attorney to file an eminent 
domain action against David Patrick Adams jointly with the Town of Fuquay-Varina to acquire 
necessary easements to construct a greenway. 
 

Motion by: Hewetson 
Second by: Deshazor
Vote:
Aye: Hewetson and Deshazor  
Nay: Drees and Forrest
Mayor Mayefskie broke the tie with an Aye vote.
The motion passes.

Public Comment:  At this time, an opportunity was provided for members of the audience who had 
registered to speak to address the Council, and the Clerk was asked for any written comments 
received prior to the meeting. 

The following public comments were received in writing:  William Underwood asking the Town to 
revoke the permit for a private Pride event in September; an anonymous request that yard waste be 
picked up more frequently.

The following public comments were received in person: 

Rashni P. was called, but had left the meeting.

Mr. David Adams, 2624 N Rolls St., said that the interlocal agreement was passed. Four years prior 
to that, between 2020 and 2021, without any notice or permission, Fuquay Varina and its engineer 
illegally entered his mother’s property and performed illegal due diligence on the property, including 
clearing trees and brush the entire length of the greenway and leaving stumps and a mess. On 
October 8, 2021, six months after the last of these actions, the town of Fuquay Varina finally sent its 
first communication in the form of a mailer. Despite his disappointment he still met with Fuquay 
Varina on two occasions, after which time the town went silent for 13 months, during which time his 
mother died. Then in April 2023 he was forced to file a complaint in Wake County Superior Court, 
where it stands today. He was going to request that they table the resolution, but Council has 
already passed it. He thanked Council member Drees who showed up to the public hearing a few 
weeks ago. He thanked Council member Forrest for calling him and talking to him and he thanked 
Council member Deshazor for his personal call. His family never asked for special treatment even 
though they have been here for 200 years. He represents the legacy of his family, the memory of 
his mother, and the young boys they use this property for to mentor. He said “Shame on you.”
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OTHER BUSINESS
Council member Forrest said that he had some discussions with Council member Drees and 

wants to revisit affordable housing. He requested a briefing on what Wake County is doing on their 
level. Council discussed the prior Affordable Housing Study and whether it could be utilized. 
Consensus was to invite Wake County to come to a future workshop and talk about the County’s 
plan and efforts.  Council member Drees said she was in favor of bringing back the study for 
discussion after that workshop. Randy Harrington, Town Manager, clarified with Council that they 
wished to have the County come to a workshop and following that, there was some interest in also 
discussing the study the town did a few years ago. He said there may be time in the October 
workshop, but the latest would be in November. Council member Forrest thanked the Chamber of 
Commerce for the First Responder lunch today.  He wished Mr. Adams luck as he continues 
forward. 

Council member Drees welcomed kids back to school and asked everyone to be careful and 
have a safe school year. She reminded the public that the Pride Event is Sept. 7th with the 
celebration at the Cultural Center. She appreciates the input of the community. We can’t do our jobs 
without it, even if we don’t always agree.

Council member Deshazor thanked Mr. Adams for coming, because it is tough to be in that 
situation. He echoed that schools are back and asked people to slow down. He said that Unity in 
the Community was last weekend and he thanked Holly Springs Police and Fire for being there. He 
told the public that Compassion Day is Sept. 14th. 

Mayor Mayefskie said the next meeting we will be back to fall attire. He told Mr. Adams that 
he would reach out to the Mayor of Fuquay Varina and ask him to reach out to him.

MANAGER’S REPORT  

Randy Harrington, Town Manager, thanked the Chamber of Commerce for the First 
Responders luncheon. Tomorrow members of Council will take a tour of some future development. 
With school back in session, he asked everyone to use patience as people settle in to the new 
patterns. He encouraged everyone to be safe. 

CLOSED SESSION: The Council entered into closed session, pursuant to N.C.G.S. 143-
318.11(a)(4) to discuss an economic incentive matter.

Motion by: Deshazor  
Second by: Forrest 
Vote:  Unanimous

Motion to leave closed session was made by Council member Forrest seconded by Council 
member Deshazor and passed with a unanimous vote. 

Adjournment:  Council member Forrest made a motion to adjourn at 11:59
 pm. It was seconded by Council member Deshazor and passed with a unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted on Tuesday, September 17, 2024.

___________________________________
Linda C. McKinney, Town Clerk
Addenda pages as referenced in these minutes follow and are a part of the official record.


